Esperanto Alphabet and Pronunciation

MS Word 2000 “Insert” then “Symbols” then “Normal Text”:

ABCĈDEFGĜHĤIJĴKLMNOPRSŜTUŬVZ   

abcĉdefgĝhĥijĵklmnoprsŝtuŭvz

New letters: Ĉ, Ĝ, Ĥ, Ĵ, Ŝ, Ŭ. Missing letters: Q,W,X,Y  Missing sounds: “th”

 (The most surprising differently pronounced letter is “c” which is pronounced like “tse”)

Every letter of every word is pronounced, i.e. there are no silent letters in Esperanto.)

Elision of the “s” in “scias” following a word ending in a vowel.  For example:

    “mi scias”  is pronounced “mis-tsias”

Note that some text files cannot be written in Esperanto because the necessary accented letters cannot be printed.  In these cases the accented letter is written without the accent  but is followed by the letter “x” instead.  This does not cause misinterpretations because the letter “x” does not exist in Esperanto.  The accented letters and their “unaccented” equivalents are shown below:



 Ĉ,    Ĝ,    Ĥ,    Ĵ,    Ŝ,    Ŭ



CX, GX, HX, JX, SX, UX

Char.
Pronunciation in English


J
“lle” in French “fille” “y” in “you”  (differs from English) 

Ĵ
“z” in “azure”  (not like “huge” nor “use”)

oj
“oy “ in “boy” (“ioj” means “somethings”)

aj
“aient” in French , or “ais” in “aisle” or “aye”  (“kaj” means “and”)

G
gun

Ĝ
huge   (not like “azure” nor “use”) 

Z
“s” in “fuse” (not like “azure” nor “huge”) The verb “usi” means “to use”

Ĥ
“ch” in “bach”
(as in German)  This letter occurs very seldom in Esperanto.

C
“tse” in “tsetse”  (differs from English)

Ĉ
chip

A
“a” as in “father”  (Another book says “u” as in “fur”  Go figure!)

E
“e” as in “bet”  

U
“u” as in “boot” not as in “cute”

Ŭ
“ow” in “owl”  (differs from English)

R
“r” slightly trilled

        Diphthongs

Aj
aisle


Ej
vein

Oj
coin


Uj
ruin

Eŭ
wayword

Aŭ
owl

      Double Consonants

Kn
“ckn” in “sickness” (pronounce both letters)

Ks
“cks” in “backslap”  (pronounce both letters)

Sc
“sts” in “last said” (pronounce both letters)


Odd Words to pronounce

Baiaj
“Buy-ee-aye” means “beautiful” in English

Ŝajnas
“Shy-nuss”  means “seem” in English

The name of the letter “Ĝ” sounds like “Joe”

Grammar Lessons are at:  http://www.cwru.edu/cgi-bin/edocs/fetch.pl?item=3194
There are many OCR conversion mistakes in this PDF.  But it is still usable.

Grammar Lessons without mistakes can be found at:

http://wwwtios.cs.utwente.nl/esperanto/hypercourse/les01.html
/engtoeso.doc

